
Dear 2nd Grade Family, 
 
I am hoping you had a fantastic summer and I am thrilled to have you in my class.  I cannot wait 
to meet you.  I will be having surgery on my hip and will be delayed returning to school.  My plan 
is to return to school after Labor Day.  If anything should change I will keep you posted.  I will be 
checking my email daily.  Also, I will be using the REMIND app.  Download the app and our 
class code is @ck2g2k.  It will connect you to my Remind.  I send out important information 
using this app about upcoming important dates such as tests, special events, pictures of the 
children during the day, library reminders, and so on.  Please download this app if you are able. 
You can also contact me through email gina.walker@lcps.org 
 
Mrs. Carrie Deckleman will be my substitute while I am gone.  She is fantastic and familiar with 
my classroom routine, curriculum, and many of the students.  The children know her well around 
Arcola Elementary.  Your children will be in good hands until I return.  Mrs. Deckleman will be 
working closely with the second grade team while I am gone.  
 
 
Meet Mrs. Walker: I am looking forward to meeting you and having a great year together.  I 
grew up in a small town outside of PIttsburgh, PA.  I have a huge love for all the Pittsburgh 
teams. I am starting my twenty-sixth year of teaching.  I earned my Bachelor’s of Science 
Degree in Elementary Education PreK-8) from Saint Francis University.  I have also attended 
George Mason University taking  classes on school counseling.  Reading is my great love.  I 
enjoy teaching reading and getting the children engaged in as many different genres and finding  
have a passion for reading.  This is my third year at Arcola Elementary.  I was currently a 
teacher in Winchester, VA for twenty-three years.  I have experience in middle school, but most 
of my teaching career has been in elementary school.  I commute daily from Winchester to 
Arcola.  Coming to Arcola has been a pleasant move and I am so happy to be here.  My 
husband and I have two children.  Olivia is currently a sophomore and Jacob is a freshman in 
highschool.  Both of our children play soccer.  My husband is a teacher at John Champe.  We 
spend our weekends with our children usually on the soccer fields.  We travel a lot for soccer. 
We enjoy visiting Pittsburgh, hiking, traveling, and shopping.  
 
 
Important Dates:  
Back to School Night will be held on August 20th from 6:00-6:45.  Just a reminder that this 
night is for parents/guardians.  This is the perfect opportunity to tour the classroom as a parent, 
review classroom management policies, and ask any questions.  If I am able to travel I will try to 
make Back to School Night.  
Open House will be on Wednesday, August 22nd from 10:15-11:15.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for you and your child to visit the classroom and meet Mrs. Deckleman! If you have 
special supplies ready for your student, bring them to open house. I will not be able to attend 
Open House.  Mrs. Deckleman will be there. 
First Day as a second grader will be on Thursday, August 22nd.  



 
 
Mrs. Walker  Gina.Walker@lcps.org  
Grade 2 Room 21 
 
 
Thank you in advance for your support.  I wish my surgery could be at another time, but 
unfortunately it is something that needs to be done. I will be in contact daily with Mrs. 
Deckleman.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.  I am looking forward to a wonderful year 
together! 
 
Thank you, 
Gina Walker 
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